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M. Chairman, thank you for this opportunity to
testify, on behalf of the United States Agency for
| nt er nati onal Devel opnment (USAI D), concerning the continuing
human rights violations of the Castro dictatorship in Cuba,
and the inportance of a vigorous international response on
behal f of the Cuban people. | request that this statenent
be submtted for the record.

Assi stant Secretary Noriega, in his testinony to you
this nmorning, has well described the increasingly repressive
actions of the Cuban state, the recent summary executions of
three young nen who tried to escape the island, and the
i mprisonnment of nore than 75 new political prisoners whose
only crime was to peacefully pursue their basic human
rights.

The actions of the Cuban governnent are outrageous and
i ndefensible. But they are not new Fidel Castro has
systematically repressed the Cuban people for the past 44
years. Wiat is newis the growing strength of Cuba’s
peaceful denocratic opposition. An independent civil
soci ety has begun to energe in Cuba. It deserves the
support of free people everywhere. Certainly, we in the
United States nust do what we have al ways done — hold high
t he banner of freedom and keep the flame of liberty alive.

Si nce passage of the Cuban Liberty and Denocratic
Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, the United States Agency
for International Devel opment has worked closely with the
U S. Departnent of State and U.S. non-governnent al
organi zations to pronote a rapid, peaceful transition to
denocracy in Cuba, by increasing the flow of accurate



i nformati on on denocracy, human rights and free enterprise
to, from and wthin Cuba.

As aut horized by Section 109 of the LIBERTAD Act, USAID
has provided 25 mllion dollars over the past six years to
U.S. non-governnental organizations to build solidarity with
Cuba’s human rights activists, give voice to Cuba’s
i ndependent journalists, defend the rights of Cuban workers,
hel p devel op i ndependent Cuban non- gover nnent al
organi zations, and provide direct outreach to the Cuban
peopl e.

In spite of the active opposition of the Cuban
governnent, USAID grantees have delivered nore than 150
t housand pounds of food and nedicine to the famlies of
political prisoners and other victins of repression in Cuba.
They have provided nore than ten thousand short-wave radi os
to the Cuban people so they can |isten to Radio Marti, Voice
of Anerica, the BBC, Radi o Netherlands, and other uncensored
i nternational broadcasts.

USAI D grant ees have sent the Cuban people nore than 2
mllion books, newsletters, video cassettes and ot her
i nformati onal material concerning denocracy, human rights,
and free enterprise. USAID grantees have published worl dw de
via the internet nore than 9,000 reports from Cuba’s
i ndependent journalists.

Most inportantly, grantees dissem nate those reports in
hard copy throughout Cuba, so the Cuban people, fromone end
of the island to the other, can |earn the nanmes of Cuba’'s
opposition | eaders debate their ideas and draw strength from
t heir courage.

M. Chairman, as you know, the Cuban people suffer the
nost basi c deprivations, of body as well as spirit, because
of the failed policies of the Castro governnent. Their
thirst for freedom their hunger for truth is matched by
physi cal hunger and thirst, by real malnutrition and
di sease

The President of the United States has repeatedly
of fered enmergency food and humanitarian assi stance to the
Cuban people, but Fidel Castro has al ways rejected that
assi stance. Castro not only denies the Cuban people the
right to vote, the right to read, the right to speak. He
deni es the Cuban people the right to eat!

Castro blanmes all of his governnent’s econom c failures
on the U. S. enbargo, but it is not US policy whichis
responsi ble for the dismal failure of Cuban agriculture to
feed its own people. A country rich in agricultural
potential, with plentiful supplies of |abor, cannot supply



its population wth neat, and has inported nost of its rice,
beans, and even fish for the past 40 years.

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organi zation
(FAO estimates that 13 percent of the Cuban population is
chroni cal ly undernourished. The Wrld Food Program has
found serious deficiencies in dietary intake in eastern
Cuba, where the average diet provides |ess than 80 percent
of the mninmum|level of proteins, |less than 50 percent of
necessary fats, and insufficient vitamn and m neral intake
for sustained health.

Per haps the nost common food-rel ated public health
problemin Cuba is iron-deficiency anema, primarily anong
pregnant wonen and small children. According to the Pan
American Heal th Organi zation, approximately fifty percent of
children fromone to three years of age are anem c in Cuba,
as well as forty percent of wonen in the third trinmester of
pregnancy and between twenty-five and thirty percent of
worren of chil d-bearing age.

The Castro reginme seens determned to deny its people a
decent amount of food, so they wll be too physically weak
and too busy trying to provide for their famlies to demand
ot her human rights.

As the President said in his speech |ast Friday,
Cctober 10, “clearly the Castro regine will not change by
its own choice. But Cuba nmust change.” [|n announcing new
initiatives to hasten the arrival of a new, free, denocratic
Cuba, the President announced he will establish a Conm ssion
for Assistance to a Free Cuba, “to plan for the happy day
when Castro’s reginme is no nore and denocracy cones to the
i sl and.

M. Chairman, on behalf of USAID Adm nistrator, Andrew
Natsios, | pledge the full support of the United States
Agency for International Developnment to the work of the
Conmi ssi on.

Andrew Natsios, in a paper he published several years
ago, before assuming his present post, discussed the need to
pl an now for humanitarian assistance to a future transition
government in Cuba. H's analysis, which represents his own
personal views, concluded with a nunber of specific
recommendations that will help us and the new Conmi ssion
begin this work. | ask that a copy of his inportant paper
be placed in the record.

M. Chairman, thank you for your continuing support and
that of the subcommttee for our work to pronote a rapid,
peaceful transition to denocracy in Cuba. Now, nore than
ever, your support to the new Presidential Comm ssion wll
ensure vital assistance to the Cuban people as they struggle



to secure their nost fundanmental freedons and as they begin
to hope for the day when they can begin to build a
prosperous econom c future.

M. Chairman, thank you again for this opportunity to
appear before you this afternoon and | wel conme any questions
that you and present Subconm ttee Menbers may have for ne.



