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 Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee, thank you for inviting us to appear 

before you today.  My name is Steve LeNoir and I am the President of the National 

League of Postmasters.  I have been President of the LEAGUE since 2002, and have 

served in state, regional, and national positions since 1982.  I welcome this opportunity to 

discuss the important issue of postal reform.   

 Postal Reform is critical to continue the long-term ability of the United States 

Postal Service to provide affordable, universal mail service to every individual, home, 

and business in America.  There is no doubt that the Postal Service needs fundamental 

change.  We know that our jobs—and those of the people we manage—are ultimately at 

stake. 

 While we know that the Postal Service’s Transformation Plan takes us in the right 

direction, we also know that fundamental legislative reform is necessary to finish the 

process, and to ensure that the Postal Service remains healthy and strong.  We pledge to 

see that that reform is enacted.   

 Last year you passed the Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS) legislation that 

reformed pension funding and corrected an overpayment to CSRS that saved the Postal 

Service billions of dollars.  We thank you for your efforts in getting that through 

Congress so quickly.  But the issues surrounding the postal “escrow” and the $27 billion 

in military retirement benefits earned by postal employees for service before joining the 



  

Postal Service needs to be addressed.  We strongly urge Congress to make this a top 

priority. 

Background 

 Started in 1887 to represent rural postmasters, and formally organized in 1904, the 

National League of Postmasters is a management association representing the interests of 

all Postmasters.  Although we represent postmasters from all across the country—from 

the very smallest to the very largest Post Offices—rural Postmasters are a sizable portion 

of our membership.  The LEAGUE speaks for thousands of retired Postmasters as well. 

 On a personal note, I am from Horatio, South Carolina, and have been postmaster 

there since 1981.  Currently, I am on leave from my postmaster position to serve with the 

LEAGUE here in Washington.   

 Mr. Chairman, I come from an old postal family and when I speak of the Postal 

Service, I speak from a century-old tradition.  My wife is a postmaster in South Carolina 

and she was a postmaster in West Virginia before that.  My mother was a Postmaster for 

32 years, and the type of dedicated person that worked in the Post Office right up until 

the day I was born.  My great grandfather, Walter LeNoir, was the Postmaster in Horatio 

from 1900 to 1935.   

 We grew up in an environment where the Postal Service was revered.  I can still 

remember my mother sitting at the kitchen table and coaching me to study for the postal 

exam.  She did this because she saw a bright future for the Postal Service.  Although 

we’ve seen many changes in society and the Postal Service since the 1970 Postal 

Reorganization Act, I believe that with proper legislative reform, we can still have a 

bright future and be a viable entity for decades to come. 
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Postal Reform Is Needed 

 The recent Report of the President’s Commission on the Postal Service concluded 

“if the nation embraces an ambitious modernization, then the Commission is very 

confident that the Postal Service can continue its 225-year tradition of innovation and 

adaptation to remain a valued and relevant enterprise to the nation it exists to serve.”  

Commission Report at iii.  We agree with those sentiments.  The Commission also found, 

however, that the Postal Service is in “significant jeopardy” and that without 

“fundamental reforms, the risk of a significant taxpayer bailout or dramatic postage rate 

increases looms large.”  We agree with that assessment as well.  Postal Reform is an 

absolute necessity if the Postal Service is to thrive in the 21st century. 

 On December 8th of last year, the Bush Administration called on Congress to 

enact postal reform and listed five principles that it believes should guide Postal Reform:  

Create Greater Flexibility, Remain Self Financing, Ensure Financial Transparency; 

Ensure Accountability; and Implement Best Practices.  We believe these five principles 

are an excellent foundation for postal reform and later in this testimony we give our view 

of what we see these five principles encompassing.  Before that, however, we would like 

to address an issue of critical importance to the LEAGUE: the cost, profitability, and 

relationship of rural Post Offices and Universal Service to America. 

The Cost of Small Post Offices Is Less Than 
One Percent of the Postal Service’s Budget 

 
 The League is concerned that access to a Post Office in a rural community could 

dramatically change if postal reform is not implemented properly.  We are particularly 

concerned that overzealous individuals could develop a mistaken belief that closing small 

Post Offices would net meaningful savings for the Postal Service.  That simply is not 
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true.  As the Postal Rate Commission’s Robert Cohen pointed out, the cost of the 10,000 

smallest Post Offices is less than one percent (1%) of the total budget of the Postal 

Service.  Testimony of Robert Cohen before the President’s Commission on the Postal 

Service, February 20, 2003 at 2, 9-10. 

Whether Rural and Inner City Post Offices Are Profitable  
Depends Upon Postal Accounting of Revenues and Costs 

 
 There is a widespread misconception that many rural and inner city Post Offices 

are not profitable, and that more than half of the Post Offices do not break even.  This is 

not an accurate picture of the situation because none of the revenue from a piece of mail 

is credited to the Post Office where the mail is delivered.   

 For instance, Carolina Power & Light serves a two-state area and mails electric 

bills all across North and South Carolina, including hundreds of rural and inner city Post 

Offices.  All the revenue from a Carolina Power & Light mailing is credited to one Post 

Office in Raleigh, North Carolina.  None of it is credited to the hundreds of Post Offices 

that actually deliver the bills.  Clearly it is wrong to say that the Raleigh Post Office is 

profitable in regards to this mailing simply because it is credited with all the revenue, and 

to say that the smaller delivery Post Offices are not profitable simply because they are 

credited with no revenue but have to bear the costs.  This is a major mismatch of 

revenues and costs, which results in a distorted picture of which Post Offices are 

“profitable” and which are “not profitable.” 

—4— 



  

Post Offices Are Necessary To Provide Universal Service in Rural America 
 
 In the LEAGUE’s testimony before the President’s Commission on the Postal 

Service we argued—as many others did—that Universal Mail Service was still needed.  

We were very pleased to see that the first lines of the Commission’s Report reaffirmed 

that view:  “Universal postal service remains vital to the nation and its economy at the 

dawn of the 21st century.”  Commission Report at vii.   

 Yet the Commission did not define Universal Service, and we know of no clear 

definition of Universal Service.  As we read it, the question remains open as to what 

constitutes Universal Service.   

 The League believes that providing Universal Service means not only providing 

universal mail delivery to all citizens, but also providing equal access to all postal 

services, including Post Offices.  The Postal Service has an obligation to provide quality 

postal services and access to Post Offices on a universal basis, regardless of whether a 

Post Office is “profitable.”  This is particularly true in rural America where Post Offices 

play a role that go far beyond providing postal services.   

 The local Post Office is an American institution that is critical to the well-being of 

rural America.  It should not be harmed, for it is the institution that literally binds rural 

America together, politically, socially, and economically.  It is the lifeblood of rural 

communities. 

 The older rural population lives by their day-to-day interaction at the Post Office, 

as well as by delivery of many important things such as medication.  It is a big deal when 

the mail arrives at a local Post Office, and often many are there to greet it.  Rural Post 
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Offices fulfill a need for this segment of the population as well as provide invaluable 

service to these customers that one cannot measure in dollars.   

 Rural Post Offices also serve as gathering places where social news is exchanged 

and political issues discussed, often with some heat.  It is in the rural Post Offices that 

political questions are addressed, sides argued, and opinions formed.  For decades Post 

Offices have been gathering places where friends share news of graduations, birthdays, 

and marriages.  Neighbors would wait for letters from sons and daughters away at college 

or serving in the Armed Forces.  Rural Post Offices have also provided safe havens for 

children as school bus stops.     

 Many rural Postmasters provide services that go above and beyond the call of 

duty.  Postmasters help address envelopes for their patrons, as well as read and explain 

mail to them.  For instance, I used to help customers that didn’t have educational 

opportunities fill out money orders, write checks, and write correspondence.  

Additionally, state and federal forms are available in post office lobbies, and rural 

Postmasters often help local citizens with these.  Local Post Offices also provide 

community bulletin boards and post federal notices.  These are critical services to the 

rural community. 

 Even if closing rural Post Offices did save sizeable amounts of money, and even 

if postal accounting did appropriately credit revenues to Post Offices of delivery, we 

believe Post Offices must be measured by the service they provide to the entire nation 

and not be judged solely on financial considerations.  The local Post Office is an icon of 

rural America, and neither Congress nor the Postal Service should tamper with it, for 

once a town’s Post Office disappears, the town often shrivels up and dies.   
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 We were pleased to see that the President’s Commission agrees with us: “‘low-

activity’ Post Offices that continue to be necessary for the fulfillment of the Postal 

Service’s universal service obligation should not be closed, even if they operate at a 

substantial economic loss.”  Commission Report at XIV (italics in original). 

We urge the Committee to see that a definition of Universal Service in any postal 

reform bill makes it clear that Post Offices are necessary to fulfill the Universal Service 

mandate, particularly in rural areas, where Post Offices play such a critical role. 

Keep the Current Post Office Closing Rules 

 While we understand there are legitimate reasons to close a Post Office, we do not 

believe that the existing rules pertaining to the discontinuance of Post Offices should be 

changed or modified.  These rules are fair to customers, local communities, and to the 

management of the Postal Service.  While we do not believe that the current Postmaster 

General and Headquarters staff have a hidden agenda on Post Office closings, we cannot 

be assured that future leadership will have that same philosophy or the same sensitivity to 

the needs and interests of the local community, if the law were relaxed.   

The Administration’s Five Principles for Postal Reform 
 
1. Flexibility.  The key to the future of the Postal Service is introducing more 

flexibility into the system on a wide variety of fronts. 

 Pricing and Product Flexibility.  While we accept the fact that some sort of 

pricing regulation is necessary for a monopoly, the present system is simply too 

burdensome.  The Pricing system has to be made simpler, and the process faster.     

 Flexibility to Close Post Offices.  We discussed this extensively above and feel 

current law is sufficient.   

—7— 



  

 Flexibility to Close Mail Processing Facilities.  The ability to close mail 

processing facilities is markedly different from the issue of closing small Post Offices.  In 

November of 2003, Senators Collins and Carper sent Postmaster General Jack Potter a 

letter requesting information on the Postal Service’s plans in this area by April 7, 2004:  

You testified that the Postal Service must have the ability to alter its retail 
and mail processing networks to meet customer needs, provide increased 
access, and achieve greater operational efficiency.  In this regard, the 
Service’s Transformation Plan noted that the Service plans to optimize its 
retail network, including closing retail facilities deemed to be redundant 
and reducing the Service’s physical infrastructure in markets where the 
Postal Service considers its retail access to be over represented. . . . we 
would like for you to provide the Committee with a plan that lays out 
how the Postal Service intends to optimize its infrastructure and 
workforce. The plan should describe the criteria, process, and data the 
Service uses to make its decisions, as well as the parties consulted in the 
plan’s development.”  

 
 

The LEAGUE is waiting to hear how the Postal Service addresses this issue before we 

comment further.   

 Flexibility to Sell Services and Products.  We agree with the Commission’s 

recommendation to make postal services, such as stamps and service kiosks, more 

convenient for customers and to take some of that activity out of Post Offices.  But, 

there’s an important fact to note—there are two different retail markets and we should not 

have a one-size-fits-all mentality.   

 One market is that of the large Post Offices, whose long lines are a detriment to 

service.  Those Post Offices can benefit by providing more basic service outlets in the 

area, outside of the Post Office.  However, in medium to small Post Offices, where lines 

are not an issue, we see a big benefit in having customers transact business in our postal 

lobbies.  That gives us a chance to up sell postal products in addition to offering other 

services. 
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 The Presidential Commission suggests that we move postal retail to Wal-Marts 

and other such large retail outlets.  While that may make good business sense in large 

retail markets where lines are an issue, I believe it would be short sighted not to use our 

lobbies in medium to smaller Post Offices to their full benefit.  When customers enter our 

lobbies, we have a chance to up-sell postal products.  We should take advantage of that 

opportunity. 

2. Self-Financing.  We agree with President Bush that the Postal Service should be 

self-financed.  We take pride in the fact that we have not received tax support since 1982.  

Our commitment to the Transformation Plan has proven that we are committed to 

continued cost reduction, increasing revenue, and postal self-sufficiency.  

 One way to help the Postal Service continue its self-sufficiency is to maximize the 

revenue potential of the nation’s Post Offices.  While delivery of letters, periodicals, 

advertising mail, and parcels is our core business, we feel there is so much more we can 

do.  Our network of Post Offices provides a unique opportunity to expand non-postal 

services at our facilities while utilizing the infrastructure we have.  We take pride in 

serving our customers, and we need to realize our full potential.  

 Over seven million customers visit our lobbies each business day.  By offering 

appropriate products and services we can serve our customers and improve the Postal 

Service’s bottom line.  We believe that there is great value in our network of over 26,000 

post offices and we have not fully maximized that value. 

 We hasten to point out that we are not suggesting that the Postal Service should 

enter into competition with the private sector.  Rather, we are suggesting that in rural 

areas where the private sector does not provide adequate services, the Postal Service 

—9— 



  

could fill that gap.  For instance, in my city of Horatio, I added a fax and copy machine to 

my Post Office because the closest photocopying shop was 20 miles away.  That served 

our citizens well, had no effect on the private sector, and has paid for itself many times 

over.   

 Ideas for Partnering with the Private Sector.  The LEAGUE has been working 

with Postal Headquarters to explore revenue-producing ideas, and has also been soliciting 

ideas from our Postmasters over the past year.  The ideas I am presenting you with today 

can enhance the role the Postal Service plays throughout America.  This can be done in 

many instances through partnerships with local businesses as well as in government-

related services. 

 Let’s look at some ideas for partnering with the Private Sector: 

• Computers for access to the Internet and e-mail could be provided in rural and 
inner-city Post Office lobbies. 
 
• ATM machines from area banking establishments could be installed in 
“unbanked communities.” 
 
• Coupons and advertising could be sold on the backside of postal receipts as 
many grocery stores do today. 
 
• Fax and copy services could be offered in communities which currently don’t 
offer that service. 

 

 Ideas for Partnering with the Local, State, and Federal Government.  Another 

huge opportunity I see for the Postal Service is working with local, state, and federal 

governments.  Currently, Post Offices serve as a resource to the Federal government by 

providing IRS tax forms, registration for Selective Service, wanted posters for the FBI, 

and Duck Stamp sales for the Department of the Interior.  We could do more of that: 
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• Voter Registration.  We could offer voter registration at post offices, making it 
easier for citizens to participate in the democratic process.   
 
• Medicare/ Medicaid assistance.  We could designate selected Post Offices, 
especially in rural America, as administering offices for the Medicare/Medicaid 
program.  These offices could maintain a supply of equipment used by Medicare 
patients. 
 
• Prescription drug delivery.  We could also help with prescription drug delivery 
in rural areas.  Holding the medicine for pickup at the Post Office could prevent 
its exposure to adverse weather conditions.  Numerous customers in rural 
America receive prescriptions through the mail because there are no pharmacies 
nearby.  
 
• We could also play a significant role in gathering census data in rural areas.   
 
• We could serve the new Homeland Security Agency (HSA) as information 
centers, meeting places, storage centers for emergency items, or however deemed 
necessary by HSA.  We currently have HAS information in our postal lobbies, but 
there is an even greater role that we could be playing. 

 

 These are just a few examples, and I am sure that with creative thinking we can 

come up with more possibilities to partner with government and private industry. 

 

3. Transparency.  The President's Commission on the United States Postal Service 

stated that the Postal Service should set the standard for financial transparency by which 

all other federal entities are judged.  Commission Report at 66.  In furtherance of this 

goal, the Commission recommended that the Postal Service voluntarily comply with 

applicable provisions of the major Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) reporting 

requirements.  Commission Report at 66. 

 I believe we can do this and that the Board of Governors has already started along 

this path.  At the January 2004 Board of Governors meeting, Chairman David Fineman, 

said:  
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I am pleased to report that significant progress has been made.  The 
2003 Annual Report, which is posted on our Web site, includes 
enhanced disclosures in the footnotes and the Management Discussion 
and Analysis section.  Also, in the First Quarter of Fiscal Year 2004, 
the Postal Service has begun to publicly report significant events, on 
our web site, in accordance with SEC Form 8-K reporting 
requirements.  Additional progress will be achieved with the issuance 
of the Quarter 1, Fiscal Year 2004 Financial Report in February.  
Consistent with SEC Form 10-Q, this report will include an enhanced 
Management Discussion and Analysis section and expanded financial 
statements. . . . In the coming months we will complete plans to further 
enhance our annual financial reporting. 

 

We believe that the Postal Service is well on its way towards achieving this goal.   

 

4.   Accountability.  The Postal Service has certain monopoly products, and we 

understand that monopolies cannot have complete pricing freedom.  The LEAGUE 

accepts that principle and understands that appropriate oversight is vital to the future 

health and well-being of Universal Mail Service and consumer welfare.  The President’s 

Commission recommended a three-person board that would have the power to identify 

the scope of Universal Service and regulate the products and services we offer.  We 

oppose the idea of giving that much authority to three individuals. 

 

5. Implement Best Practices.   The LEAGUE believes that the current structure of 

the Board of Governors functions well.  However, everything can always be improved, 

and the LEAGUE would support any measures that ensured the Postal Service’s 

governing body was better equipped to meet the responsibilities and objectives of an 

enterprise of the size and complexity of the Postal Service. 
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CONCLUSION 

 At the beginning of the 21st century, rural America contains 80 percent of the 

nation’s land, is home to 56 million people, and has a poverty level higher than urban 

America, according to the Department of Agriculture’s Economic Research Service.  

www.ers.udaa.gov.  We believe Post Offices fulfill a need for this segment of the 

population by providing invaluable service that cannot be measured in dollars.  We 

believe Post Offices must be measured by the service they provide, and not be judged 

solely on financial considerations of the Postal Service.  The total cost of rural Post 

Offices is less than one percent of the Postal Service’s Budget.  Post Offices are critical 

to rural America and their role goes far beyond a postal function.   

 Let’s work to make Post Offices not only a lifeline to customers but also a 

positive link to government at all levels.  We think there is great value in our network of 

Post Offices.  

 The American flag is raised at by Post Offices every day, all across this country.  

The tradition of the Postmaster—starting with Ben Franklin in colonial times—is 

connected to many freedoms enjoyed through the Constitution of the United States and 

the Bill of Rights.  It supports and enables many of the rights given to us.  Universal 

Service is important to all citizens, all Americans, in the equal opportunity it provides.  

 On behalf of the National League of Postmasters, I want to thank you for this 

opportunity to appear before you today.  We look forward to working with Congress and 

this Committee to ensure that we pass responsible postal reform that will benefit the 

Postal Service and the customers we serve.   

http://www.ers.udaa.gov/

